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hier in knappsten Zugen gegeben wurde, kein Zweifel dariiber, was fiir Formen entstehen. Die Sache ist klar, die Ausdriicke indes passen nicht so recht dazu. The different characteristics of the definition of mature stage are contradictory. Die genannten Falle lassen sich nicht ohne weiteres in dem allgemeinen Schema unter-bringen, sondern diese muss ihnen erst angepasst werden.
To avoid the contradiction we must omit some of the characteristics from the definition. It is a question which characteristic we should regard as essential and decisive, whether the profile of equilibrium of the rivers, or the moderate steepness of the slopes, or the TnfmTnum of surface, or the disappearance of the original surface. If we regard the disappearance of the original surface as the essential characteristic, we shall find that old valleys can exist in a landscape otherwise quite young, as in the North German Lowland. That is perhaps not a contradiction, but a certain disagreement. Such disagreements struck me on various occasions during our excursion. For example: From a peneplain remnants may rise. They have very steep, young slopes. "We saw such remnants in the bad lands near Medora, It is of no account that here the peneplain was dissected. The number of examples might be greatly increased. I will mention only two: in a young landscape a lake shore can have reached an old stage; or again an old river can have very young meanders, of course.
It thus becomes apparent that the individual elements of a landscape, such as valleys, lakes, slopes, can belong to very different stages. Not only may we find in one and the same landscape different stages depending upon the varying nature of the rocks, but also the elements of a landscape may show different stages. These are facts that make difficult the use of the terms for stages and that make some geographers unwilling to use them. In der Tat mussen wir auch hier die Frage stellen, ob es zweckmassig ist, die Stadien so sehr zu betonen.
Die bisherigen Betrachtungen zeigten uns gewisse Mangel des Davisschen Systems. Die Ausdriicke jung und alt sollten durch bessere ersetzt werden, die Beschreibung der Formen durch Angabe der Stadien sollte etwas beschrankt werden. Die in den folgenden Punkten beriihrten Mangel dagegen sind eigentlich das grb'sste Lob, was man einem neuen System nachsagen kann, namlich, dass es weiter ausgebaut werden muss.